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“Evolution of Multidimensional Inequality in European Countries 
Through the Abul Naga Decomposition (2006)” 

 

Relatore: dott. Vito De Sandi | Dottorando  

Abstract 

We examine the evolution of multidimensional inequality of well-being in six European 
countries between 2010 and 2020 using the LIS (Luxembourg Income Study) dataset. 
Our study focuses on three critical dimensions of human welfare: income, education, 
and health. We measure inequality using the multidimensional Atkinson index, 
implemented with the Abul-Naga methodology. This approach provides a 
decomposition of inequality into univariate Atkinson–Kolm–Sen indices and a statistic 
that depends on the joint distribution of resources. Additionally, we introduce a 
correction to the decomposition following Peluso (2010) to account for the case of more 
than two dimensions. The selection of different values for three key parameters—
aversion to inequality which coincide to the degree of substitutability between 
dimensions, significantly impacts the observed trends in inequality. 
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“Il credito per imposte estere secondo una visione neo-

sostanzialista” 
 

Relatore: dott. Tommaso Calculli | Dottorando  

Abstract 

Salve alcune impostazioni meno recenti, il credito per imposte estere viene definito 
quale mezzo, unilaterale e/o convenzionale per attuare – nel contesto del contrasto alla 
doppia imposizione internazionale – una precisa politica, individuale o di cartello, tesa 
alla neutralizzazione degli incentivi concessi dallo Stato della fonte (capital export 
neutrality, c.d. CEN). Sembra allora meritevole di puntualizzazione la funzione 
extrafiscale del credito per imposte estere, con particolare riguardo ai seguenti istituti di 
matrice convenzionale: a) il c.d. matching credit, con possibile extrafiscalità della quota 
parte di credito che eccede quanto ordinariamente accreditabile; b) il c.d. tax sparing 
mechanism, con una potenziale extrafiscalità della quota di credito che corrisponde alla 
rinuncia al prelievo (derivante dal riconoscimento delle misure unilaterali dello Stato 
della fonte). 
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“Gender Differentials in Risky Health Behaviors: A Research 

Proposal on the Effects of Smoking Bans” 
 

Relatore: dott.ssa Francesca Pignataro | Dottoranda 

Abstract 

This study investigates European youths’ attitudes toward tobacco, emphasizing the impact of public 
smoking bans and socioeconomic and gender variables. Utilizing data from the Health Behaviour in 
School-aged Children (HBSC) survey waves from 2001-2002 to 2013-2014, the sample includes 
347,556 individuals aged 11 to 15 from 14 European countries. Key variables of interest include the 
age of first cigarette, smoker status, and the implementation of smoking bans. The methodology 
comprises descriptive analyses, correlational studies, and the Difference in Differ- ence (DID) approach 
to evaluate the causal effects of smoking bans on youth behavior. Results indicate significant 
variations among European countries in adopting smoking bans and youth smoking behaviors. The 
analysis suggests that bans have a variable impact on smoking reduc- tion, with notable differences 
across demographic groups and countries. Study limitations include the cross-sectional nature of the 
data and low R-squared values in models, indicating the need for additional variables and 
methodological approaches for deeper understanding. Nevertheless, the findings provide a solid basis 
for developing targeted public policies and smoking prevention strategies among European youths, 
highlighting the importance of considering gender and socioeconomic dynamics. 
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“Riflessioni in materia di dibattito pubblico: quando la 

democrazia può dirsi partecipativa?” 
 

Relatore: dott.ssa Gaia Loconsole | Dottoranda 

Abstract 
La democrazia parlamentare attuale difetta di mediazione e ricerca del compromesso, strategie che 
richiederebbero l’ascolto della comunità e il suo coinvolgimento attraverso istituti che ne assicurino 
l’inclusione. La dottrina ha quindi elaborato la nozione di democrazia partecipativa la quale, ponendosi in 
continuità con quella rappresentativa, tenta di alimentare una rinnovata politica G2C (Government to 
citizens) riparametrando le modalità comunicative private e istituzionali della società contemporanea. Già 
in passato si era teorizzato lo smantellamento del modello di amministrazione di autorità in favore di una 
amministrazione “amichevole” diretta a promuovere la collaborazione tra pubblico e privato nel 
procedimento di adozione delle decisioni, mediante la previsione di processi partecipativi ben strutturati e 
talvolta ispirati ad esperienze già consolidate negli ordinamenti europei. A tal proposito, lo strumento del 
dibattito pubblico nato in Francia nel 1995 e istituzionalizzato in Italia con l’art. 22 del d.lgs. 50/2016, 
seppur introdotto di recente, è già stato oggetto di modifiche che ne hanno compromesso la natura di istituto 
partecipativo. Considerando le sostanziali divergenze che possono scorgersi tra l’archetipo individuato 
dalla Convenzione di Aarhus e la disciplina delineata dal nuovo codice dei contratti pubblici, il presente 
studio si propone di indagare l’incidenza e l’utilità del processo partecipativo favorito dal dibattito pubblico 
nell’esperienza nazionale nonchè le sue implicazioni sulla funzione democratica della partecipazione. 
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“Financial abuse in the anti-violence center population: a 

prevalence study” 
 

Relatore: dott. Vincenzo Scardigno | Dottorando 

Abstract 
Financial abuse has profound consequences for the victim not only on the economic side, but also on 

the psychological and social aspects, including isolation, depression and, in general, vulnerability. The 

main aim of this study is to analyze the prevalence of financial abuse in the population of individuals 

accessing the CAV protection circuit. These data will be extracted using a questionnaire based on the 

Financial Abuse Screening Tool (FAST), a standardized questionnaire, used in the literature as a 

diagnostic test for financial abuse, during the assessment phase. The second main objective of the 

study is to analyze the relation between financial abuses and other kinds of violence, with a specific 

focus on the temporal relationship linking these two phenomena. Basing on previous study, we expect 

to find a significative correlation between financial abuse and other kinds of abuse, but there is a 

substantial lack in the literature regarding the temporal relationship between the various types of 

abuse and how much the lack of economic control influences the victim's behavior. 
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“Public finance and sustainable measures for Italian cultural heritage” 

Relatore: dott. Paola C.D. De Pascalis | Dottoranda 

  Abstract 
The analysis of different historical periods shows how circularity characterizes human existence 
since its origins. In fact, within this geometric form it is possible to identify the proximity between 
tax law and art: phenomena that are only apparently distant but implicitly connected because deeply 
human. Including the link between these areas, it’s possible to take a further step forward and see 
the current vigorous application of development tax models that consider the environment – which 
includes cultural heritage - and, above all, its protection: issues that are now increasingly central 
both at national and world level. The attention to a development that is primarily human, puts 
culture in a strategic position within the goal of sustainability. In fact, the values connected with 
beauty make man more aware of his co-existence with the other, stimulating and strengthening his 
sense of responsibility. The future, however, presents new challenges given the increasing space 
occupied in art by technology. Alongside the shadows that grips many of the most recent 
phenomena such as NFT and AI, at first glance the intervention of public finance, sustainable tax 
measures and circular economy could be even more ambitious than the present. However, the first 
step is to see the actual evolution and protect it, qualifying it and giving it the order that modern 
man still needs. This would also strengthen the relationship between the public and private sectors, 
consolidating the dialogue between the two realities. 
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“Business cycles and mortality: Italian case” 

Relatore: dott. Adriano Ruggiero | Dottorando 

Abstract 
The thesis examines the relationship between business cycles and mortality rates in Italy from 2004 

to 2019. It utilizes the unemployment rate as an indicator of macroeconomic conditions and examines 

how fluctuations in the economy affect mortality rates for different causes of death, age groups, 

genders, and education levels. The analysis uses data from the National Institute of Statistics (ISTAT) 

and applies panel data methods to account for province-specific characteristics and general time 

effects. The main findings indicate a procyclical trend in which increases in unemployment are 

associated with decreases in mortality, with significant variations observed across different 

demographic groups and causes of death. The study also incorporates the COVID-19 pandemic years 

(2020-2021) to examine its impact on the established relationships and shows that the pandemic 

altered the typical unemployment-mortality dynamics, especially for transport accidents and 

respiratory diseases. The results highlight the need for targeted public policies to mitigate the health 

risks associated with unemployment, contributing to a broader understanding of the influence of 

economic conditions on public health in Italy. 
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